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About this presentation

1. Rick Hansen Foundation- Why Accessibility 
matters?

2. What is the school program?
3. What’s included? 
4. Impact (Canada/Ontario)
5. Partnership with The Learning Bar
6. How can you help?
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Did you know that 1 in 7 Canadians have a disability 

and that number will rise to 1 in 5 by 2036?

Accessibility MattersAccessibility Matters



Empowering a 

new generation of 

accessibility 

champions!

Free educational resources 

rickhansen.com/schools



• Empower students to take action 

• Raise awareness about disability, 

celebrate the importance of 

creating accessible and inclusive 

communities.

• Building on Rick’s legacy, the 

Program is based on his belief in 

the power of youth and their 

ability to change the world. 

Rick Hansen School Program



• FREE – English and French
• Easy to implement – ready made

lessons
• Updated each year
• Universal Design for Learning
• Encourages Differentiated 

Instruction
• Toolkits available online and/or

in hard copy

* TDSB Approved Educational Partner*

Rick Hansen School Program



Educational Priorities & Curriculum Connections 

The Rick Hansen School Program supports the 
Educational Priorities of each province and links 
to the Curriculum that teaches are already 
teaching

Curriculum Connections





Ontario Elementary Curriculum Connection to Rick Hansen School Program materials

Language Arts: Grades K-8 

Use language to interact and connect with individuals 

and communities, for personal growth, and for active 

participation as world citizens

The Rick Hansen Story Unit. (All lessons). Abilities in 
Motion. (All activities and lessons).
Difference Maker Unit. (All lessons).

Develop literacy skills

The Rick Hansen School Program elementary-level books:

• Roll On: Rick Hansen Wheels Around the World

• Boy in Motion: Rick Hansen’s Story 

• Rick Hansen: Canadian Hero
Abilities in Motion. We Are Like Snowflakes.
Abilities in Motion: Accessible Classroom

Grades 1-3: Use reading strategies before, during and 

after reading (make predictions, ask questions)

• The Rick Hansen Story Unit.  Lesson 5. Setting Goals

• The Rick Hansen Story Unit.  Lesson 5. Making 

Connections
• The Rick Hansen Story Unit. Lesson 7. Overcoming 

Challenges.

Abilities in Motion: Accessible Classroom

Curriculum Connections: 
Ontario



For access sign up at www.rickhansen.com/schools

Free Online Library of Resources



Be a Barrier Buster!

Toolkits -Elementary

Difference 
Maker Program

Abilities In 
Motion

Rick Hansen 
Story

Toolkits Elementary



Be a Barrier Buster!

Free Toolkits -Elementary



Be a Barrier Buster!

Free Toolkits -Elementary



Be a Barrier Buster!

Toolkits -Secondary

Difference 
Maker Program

Abilities In 
Motion

Leadership

Toolkits Secondary



Be a Barrier Buster!

Free Toolkits -Elementary



Quick tips for working with 
physical disabilities in the 
classroom

• Deaf, hard of hearing
• Blind, low vision
• Deaf-blind
• Physical Disabilities

Includes: Poster for 10 
tips for Inclusion at 
school and in the 
classroom



Be a Barrier Buster!

Let’s Play Toolkit

http://www.rickhansen.com
/Accessible-Play-Spaces



Other Resources and Suppports

Ambassadors

UDL

Professional Development

Online resources



Ontario 

Population (Ontario) 13.6 million

# of school boards/ # with 
registered schools/ % (Ontario)

72 / 66 / 92%

# of registered schools (Canada) 3445

# of schools 
(public/faith/private)/ Registered 
Schools /% (Ontario)

4893/ 1000 / 20%

# of registered educators 
(Canada/ON)

5171/ 1730

Program Impact



Our educational materials are working: Students are on board and making change:

Of educators report a noticeable 
improvement in student attitudes 
towards, and perceptions of, people 
with disabilities

Of students see themselves as 
capable of making a difference in 
their schools and communities

Of students have an increased 
awareness of what they can do 
to make the physical 
environment more accessible 
for others

Of educators say students have 
an increased awareness of how 
physical barriers impact people 
with disabilities

Of educators are likely to 
recommend RHFSP resources to 
colleagues/
other educators 

Of educators intent to use 
RHFSP resources again

100%

100%

81%

90%

81%

78%

Program Impact



T

• Decreased bullying

• Student initiatives to improve the classroom, 
school and/or community

• Increased volunteerism

• Students believing that they can be difference 
makers

• Willingness to help others

Teachers agree that participation results in













Friends of Rick Hansen Foundation 
School Program (Ontario)        



How teachers these resources 

• Character Education 
• Awareness Days
• Curriculum teachers are already doing

Sept – Terry Fox and Rick Hansen were friends 
(Difference Maker Toolkit)
Nov – Remembrance Day (Difference Maker Toolkit)
Dec – International Day of Person with Disabilities 
(Abilities in Motion Toolkit)
May – National AccessABILITY Week (Abilities in 
Motion Toolkit)



How can you help?

Join to access a free library of on-line 
resources

www.rickhansen.com/schools 

&

Be a Champion (tell teachers about it)

http://www.rickhansen.com/schools


www.rickhansen.com


